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MY DEAR LORD, 


: | As 1 find that the ſeveral ſub- 

jets of crimination that have been urged 
againſt me, are ſettling all into one point; 
and that, if I am to. judge of the declaration 
and proceedings of Mr, P—'s friends, from 
the Engliſh ea generally known to 
ſpeak the language of Government, the grand 
head of attack is to be—the ' miſchief I have 
cauſed by agitating the Catholic Queſtion ;. I 
_ think it effential to trouble you once more 


with my defence, and to ſubmit an obſervation 
: B to 


- e 5 
o ydu, which did not appear fo eſſentiar 


to me at the time I was writing to you 
laſt,—I then contented myſelf with referring 
you to my correſpondence with the cabinet 
of England on the Catholic meaſure :—1 ſhall 
now myſelf enter into a review of that cor- 
reſpondence It contains a full and adequate 
vindication of my conduct, and will prove 
two things :—Firſt, that the Catholic queſ- 
tion entered for nothing into the real cauſe 
of my recal; and ſecondly, that from the 
very beginning, as well as in the whole proceed- 
ings of that fatal buſineſs, for ſuch I fear I 
muſt call it, I adted in perfect conformity 
with the original outline ſettled between me 
and. his Majeſty's miniſters, previous to my 
GY from Lad * 


From a full conſideration of the real merits 
of the caſe, as well as from every information 
T had been able to collect of the ſtate and 
remper of Ireland, from the year 1793, 1 
was decidedly of opinion that, not only | 
found policy, but juſtice required; -on 'the 
you yl eee that the work which 
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' eompleated, and the Catholics relieved from 
every remaining diſqualification. In this 
opinion the Duke of P uniformly con- 
purred with me; and when this queſtion came 
vnder diſcuſſion, previous to my departure 
for Ireland, I found the Cabinet, with Mr. 
P— at their head, ſtrongly impreſſed with 
the ſame conviction. Had I found it other- 
wiſe, IJ never would have undertaken- the 
g——t; I at firſt propoſed that if the 
additional indulgences ſhould be offered from 
the Throne, the very beſt effects would be 
fecured by this act of unſolicited graciouſnefs, 
and the embarraſſing conſequences, which it 
was natural to foreſee, muſt reſult from the 
meaſures being left open for any volunteer 
to bring forward, would be timely and hap - 
pily avoided : but to this propoſal objections 
were ſtated that appeared of ſufficient weight 
to induce the adoption of another plan.—I 
conſented not to bring the queſtion. forward 
en the part of G — t, but rather to 
endeavour to keep back, until a period of 
more general tranquillity, when fo many ma- 
terial objects might not preſs upon the Go- 
vernment ; but as the principle was agreed 
NS or, 


— — _ no ee I. 


(1-43 


an, and the neceſſity of its being brought, 


into full effect was univerſally allowed, it, 


was at the ſame time reſolved that, if the 


Catholics ſhould appear determined to ſtir, 
the buſineſs, and to bring it before Parlia- 
ment, I was to give it an handſome ſupport 
an * you of CONT . . 


a; was no rapes landed, and 3 of 
the real ſtate of things here, than I found 
that this queſtion would force itſelf upon my 
immediate conſideration : Faithful to the ſyſ- 
tem that had been agreed on, and anxious 
to obtain the object that had been committed 


to my diſcretion, I loſt not a moment in 


gaiaing every neceſſary information, or in 
tranſmitting the reſult to the Britiſh Cabinet: 
as early as the 8th January laſt, I wrote 1 
the 8——y of 8—e on the ſubject: 
told him that I trembled about the _ 
lics ;—that I had great fears- about keeping 
them quiet for the Seſſon—that I found the 
queſtion was already in agltation—that a 
committee was appointed to -bring forward. a 
petition to Parliament, praying for a repeal of 
all remaining diſqualifications : 6 1 mentioned 
my 
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my intentions of immediately - uſing what 
efforts I could, to ſtop the progreſs of it: 
and to bring the Catholics back to 'a con- 
fidence in Government :—I ſtated the. ſub- 
ſtance of ſome converſation I had on the 
ſubje& with ſome of the principal perſons 
of the country : It was the opinion of one 
of theſe, that if the poſtponing of the queſ- 
tion could not be negociated on grounds of 
expediency, it ought not to be reſiſted by 
Government; that it ſhould be put off for 
ſome time, was. allowed to be a deſirable 
thing, but the principle of conceſſion was, at the 
ſame time, ſtrongly inſiſted on, and ' forcibly 
inculcated, as a matter not only wiſe, but 
neceſſary to the public tranquillity. | 


From the day of the date of this letter, 
I unremittingly applied myſelf to the col- 
leQing of further information: I bad heard 
that the Committee had prepared an addreſs 
to me : before I ſhould receive it, I wiſhed 
to know the opinion of thoſe whom the Com- 
mittee called the Sgerpkxs, — the noblemen 
and principal landed gentlemen of that per- 
ſuaſion. | EN Fo 
73 In 
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ka a jetter of the 25th of January, I ac 
quainted the S—— of $S—— of the reſult of 
theſe conferences, and of the progreſs of the bu-. 
Gneſs, ſubſequent to my former letter: I told. 
kim that in the abſence of the nobleman who. 
was conſidered as the head of the Seceders, 2 
bad ſent for a perſon of the moſt tried and 
acknowledged moderation amongſt them, and 
of the firſt conſequence and property, I found 
by bim, (which the nobleman above alluded 
to afterwards confirmed) that he, and every 
perſan of his deſcription, were in perfect union 
with the Committee that they all decidedly 
looked to the ſame object, - that they were 
determined never to loſe fight of it, that 
provided it ſhould be obtained, they had no ob- 
jection that Mr. Byrne, or the other members 
of the Committee, ſhould have the honor of 


taking the lead in it. I mentioned my having, 


after this converſation, received the addreſs ; 
that in my anſwer, which I tranſmitted, I had 


endeayoured to keep clear of all ſpectfc en- 


gagements whatever ; though at the fame time, 
avoiding every thing that cauld be conſtrued 
into a rejection of what they were ALL looking 


to ;—the repeal of the remaining reſtrictions, 


and, 


(9 1] | 
and, (what comes immediately to the point) i 


concluded by declaring—that I ſhould not do f 
my duty, if” I did not diſtinctly ſtate it as my | 
opinion that, not to grant chearfully, on tbe ; 


part of Government, ALL the Catholics wiſhed l 
for, would not only be exceedingly impolitic, l 
but perhaps dangerous; that in doing this zo 
time was to be loſt ;—that the buſineſs would be 
preſently at hand, —and that the firlt Rep Þ 
took would be of infinite importance: — chat if 

J received no very peremptory inſtructions to the 
contrary, 1 ſhould acquieſce. I meant—as well 
in the time, as in the mode of proceeding, and 
the extent of the demands ;—for, as a meaſure 
conſidered generally, I would conceive no ne- 
ceſſity of waiting for any new inſtructions, on 
which to decide: of thisI reminded the S 
of S—e, © convinced, I ſaid, as we all were, 

« of the neceflity, as well as fitneſs of the 
“ meaſure taking place at no diſtant. period; 
„J was decidedly of opinion, that it ought no 
longer to be deferred.” The ſtate of the 
country required this; and the diſpoſition of 
the Catholics, among whom heſitation on the 
part of Government might produce miſchiefs 
te a degree beyond calculation. You will nor 

t forget 


— — 


A 


which, in the exerciſe of my diſcretionary po- 
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forget that all this paſſed within the firſt fort- 
night after my arrival, and before the meeting 
of Parliament. —Thus early were Miniſters in 
poſſeſſton of the opinion and determination 


ers, I had formed on the ſubject: they knew 
that the queſtion was in agitation, — that a peti- 


tion to Parliament had been determined on, and 


was to be immediately preſented: they were 
acquainted with the extent of the Catholic 
demands — they knew that it could not be 
kept back; that no time was to be loſt, and 
that if I did not receive their inſtructions to 
me contrary, I ſhould, in the ſpirit of the 
ſyſtem that had been agreed on, immediately 
acquieſce to the full extent of the Catholic 

expectations. 


This then was the time for his M»—-y's 
M——-$ to come forward with their fears and 
their alarms, if they had ſo ſuddenly changed 
their minds on the ſubject; and if they had at 
length diſcovered that this, which was to be both 
with their knowledge and conſent, a leading mea- 
ſure of my adminiſtration, led to conſequences 
* that could not be contemplated without borror 

and 
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anddiſmay:” this was the time for them to inform 
me of this change; - they knew that it was my 
opinion that not a moment was to be loſt; 
and conſequently, that, if I did not receive 
peremptory inſtructions to the contrary, I was 
prepared to conſent, without an appearance 
of heſitation, that the meaſure ſhould go 
forward: did they fend me thoſe peremptory 
inſtructions ?—did they ſtate to me, as they 
aſterwards did, that it was the unanimous 
opinion of the cabinet—that I ſhould ſtop 


ſhort;—that I ſhould abſtain from all engagements, 


or even encouraging language, in that quarter, 
until I ſhould receive their further inſtructions ? 


Not a word of the kind: my regular 
correſpondence went on; I received frequent 
letters from the S——y of S——, and not 
even a hint was thrown out on the ſubjeR. 


In a letter of the 5th of January, I 
propoſed the yemoval of Mr. W-—, on 
certain terms of accommodation, in order to 
make room for Mr. G—— P to act as 
my A——y G——]: this letter went by the 
fame mail with my letter cf the $th, to which 


C I have 
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F have alluded above : on the 13th of January, 


the S——y of S—— writes me an anſwer to 
this very letter:—He informs me that the 
King had conſented to Mr. W——'s peerage,. 
which' was one of the terms I had there pro- 
poſed ; and touches lightly upon an objection 
againſt another, (that of holding out to Mr. 


W-— the promiſe of ſueceeding to a Chief 


Juftice's place) on the ſuppoſition that he was 
to quit his practiee at the bar; a ſuppoſition 


by the way that never had the ſmalleſt foun- 


dation.-But not a word on the Catholic 


queſlion, —not à ſingle obſervation on what I 
ſtated ſo ſtrongly, reſpecting my fears of not 


being able to keep it quiet during the 


| Seſſion. 


The and of February came, and of that date 
I find a ſecond letter from the Secretary of 
ſtate on the ſubjet of Mr. W--—; but here 


again he confined himſelf to that ſubject alone; 
and my letter of the 13th of January, which 


muſt ha ve been ſo many days in his hands, was 
not even noticed. That letter, to which I ſo 
earneſtly required, and which in itſelf called 
| | n for 
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for an explicit, an immediate and peremptory 
anſwer, —that letter, from which they knew, 
that if not zmely inſtructed, and timely 
checked, the Catholic queſtion would preſently 
receive from me a chearful acquieſcence; 
. yet in the interval, from the receipt of it, 
till the 2nd of February, although he wrote 
twice on other ſubjects, he ſays not a word 
of the precipitancy with which I was plung- 
ing into a matter ſo big with danger to the 
empire; -not even a hint that I ſhould proceed- 
with more caution or circumſpection in a 
meaſure that was to ſubvert the conſtitution 
and eſtabliſhment in this Kingdom: the. fact 
was, that neither be nor the Cabinet enter- 
tained at that time any ſuch fears they then 
apprehended no ſuch danger. It was another 
buſineſs that opened their eyes to all the 
miſchiefs of my councils; — a buſineſs that 
ſoon rung fuch an alarm as brought down 
upon me that tempeſt of ſears, and terrors, 
and PEER * which I have ſunk. 


At the cloſe of the lettes of the- 1 Y of 
January, alluded to above, I had mentioned 
the diſmiſſal of Mr. B d. This intelligence 


does 
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does not ſeem to bave cauſed the ſmalleſt 
degree of alarm * che breaſt of the Samy 
of So— 

In this letter of the RE) of February, when 
it appears that he muſt have received the 
information for feveral days, he takes not 
the leaſt notice of it; and it further appears, 
from a letter of Mr. Windham's to Lord 
Milton, that his Grace was equally unac- 
quainted with the alarm ' which the intelli- 
gence of the tranſaction conveyed indirectly 
to Mr. v by Mr. B——d himſelf, had 
cauſed in that quarter. However this may 
habe been, the attack upon me was, in the 
mean time, meditating, —— ae 
en to his Grace. 


This letter af Mr. Windham's s was the firſt 
intimation I received of the leaſt diſcon- 
tent among my colleagues in England, 
at my conduct ſince my arrival.— The D— 
of Pd had indeed, in one letter, ſtated 
ſome objections about the terms of Mr. 
W——'s removal; and in another about 
Mr. G— P-———y's appointment; but 
nothing that could indicate diſcontent ; but 
BOM! Mr. 
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Mr. Windham's letter was ſoon followed by 
one from Mr. P— on the .gth of February; 
that gentlemen wrote to me to expoltulate 
on the diſmifſal of Mr. Bd, and on the 
negociations Vith Mr. W—-e and Mr, 
T——r. This formed the whole matter of 
his letter, and to this alone he confined his 
remonſtrances ; yet he had a fair opportu- 
nity of touching on the meaſures of my go- 
vernment, but he concluded his letter by 
making an apology * for interrupting my 
 * attention from the many important conſi- 
_ « derations of a different nature, to which 
* all our minds oyght to be directed.“ 


I Thetaſk of bringing forward the Catholic 
queſtion, he had, it ſeems, committed to 
another. By the ſame mail, and in a letter 


dated the 8th, the very day before Mr. P— had ; 
written to me, came a letter from the Sec. 


of S—e, touching at length, on this im- 
portant ſubject, and bringing it, for the firf 
time, into play, as a queſtion of any doubt 
or difficulty with the Briuſh Cabinet: then, 
as if the queſtion had been ſtarted for the 
firſt moment between us, as if it never had 

been 
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been the ſubject of any former conſul- 
tation, plan or arrangement whatever, hg 
writes—of enabling the King's miniſters to 
form their judgment, as to the policy, expe- 
pediency, ſafety, and neceſſity of that mea? 
ſure : —then, as if he had never before heard 
from me on the ſubject, he cautions againſt 
committing myſelf by engagements, or even by 
encouraging language, (ſo minute is his Grace) 
to give my countenance to the immediate 
adoption of this meaſure, —Then, . for the 
firſt time, it appears to have been diſcovered, 
that the defervipg. it would be not merely 
an expediency, ar a Zhing to be defered for 
the preſent, but © the means of doing a 
te greater {ervice to the Britiſh empire than it 
£* has been capable of receiving ſince the 
# revolution, or at leaſt ſince the union 7 — 
All former gpiniong, all former diſcuſſions, 
all former agreements, the leading principle 
of our. being all convinced of the neceſſity, 
as well as fitneſs of the meaſure taking place 


at no diſtant period, of which I reminded the 


Miniſters in my letter of the 15th of Janu- 
.ary,-all were forgotten; and he feels it his 
guty, for the firſt time, in conſequence of 

ihe 


" Wap," 


„ 


the diſcuſſion of this queſtion in the Cabinet 
the day before, to exhort me to uſe thoſe 
efforts which I had expreſſed an intention of 
trying; — efforts, of the efficacy of which 1 
had exprefſed the ſtrongeſt doubts, on the 
Sch of January, when I firſt mentioned my 
intention of trying them—efforts, every 
hope from which I had relinquiſhed on the 
15th, when I warned them of the neceſſiiy 
of immediately giving way, when I earneſtly 
called upon them for peremptory iitſtructions, 
Which if 1 ſhould not receive, I ſhould: ac- 
quieſce.—Efforts, which they knew from the 
whole ſeries of my correſpondence, it was 
impoſſible ever ts attempt, without evident 
and certain- danger. 

From this period every thing went on 
rapidly towards my removal.—-From my 
knowledge of the perſon I had to deal with, 
I was reſolved myſelf to bring the buſineſs 
to the real point at ifſue between us, aud to 
leave him no ſubterfuge :—Cruelly as the 
D— of P-———d has treated me, I feet 
no difficulty to ſay, that his judgment . was 
| deceived before he abandoned me; on 


whatever 
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whatever grounds he has ſuffered himſelf to be 
induced to change his former opinions reſpect- 
ing the politics of this country, and the charac- 
ters and views of its principal perſonages, 
he did change thoſe opinions; and, in conſe- 
quence of that change alone, he has been 
driven to conſent. to the meaſure of my in- 
{tant recall : But, I was not ſo deceived : I 
combined all the circumſtances which I have 
detailed to you in this letter: I perceived 
immediately the ſcheme that was laid againſt 
me; and I reſolved on the only means I ſaw 
left to bring the matter to ſo ſpeedy an iſſue 
as ſhould preſerve my honor. and vindicate 
my public character. In my anſwer to Mr. 
P—, a copy of which I ſend you, and which 
I wrote the very night I received his letter, 
J entered fully into the ſubje& of my diſ- 
miſſals. I ſtated, as you will ſee, my rea- 
ſons for having determined on them, as well 
as for adhering to them when once reſolved 
on ; reaſons, of which, from your know- 
ledge of this country, you will I am ſure, 
admit the juſtice: I then put it to himſelf to 
determine for me, and the efficacy of my 

government : 
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- government :—I tef to bim to.make bis choice 


The ſime night, I wrote to the D— of \ 
-: I teſtified my ſurpriſe to him that aftet = 
ſuch an interval of time, and after the various 
details which I had tranſmitted to him, ads 
viſing him of the hourly increaſing neceſlity 
of bringing forward the Catholic queſtion, 
and the impolicy and danger of reſiſting or even 
heſitating about it, I ſhould now be pfeſſed 
for the firſt lime, to defer the queſtion till 
ſome future occaſion. - I refuſed to be the | 
perſon to run the riſk of ſuch a determination 
I refuſed to be the perſon to raiſe a flame in 
the country that nothing ſhort of arms could 
be able to keep dowu: I then alluded to Mr. 
P—'s letter; appealed to his knowledge of the 
ſituation of a L— 1; and left him 
to determine, whether, if he was not to be 
ſupported, he ought not to be removed. Theſe 
letters I wrote on the 14th of February,— 
Shortly after came two official letters from the 
D— of P—-—d, dated the 16th, in which he 
enters into a long detail of the various points 
of view in which the cabinet wiſhed to have the 
| ade queſtion 
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queſtion of the Catholics conſidered : with theſe 
came a private letter of his own, dated the 
18th. In this his Grace dwells moſt particu- 
larly on the neceſſity of having information 

| fabmitted to them ori all theſe points, and 
a detailed. plan of all the additional advan- 
tages intended to be conceded to the Catholics: 
he obſerves, that if the conſideration of this 
great queſtion could be deferred till the peace 
was eſtabliſhed, he ſhould have no doubt 
but that it would: be attended with advantages, 
which perhaps, are not to be hoped for in any 
other ſuppoſeable caſe ; but he added, (I beg 
you will attend to this) “ that it was ſurel; going 
4 100 far, to infer from any thing that he had 

* ſaid, that I was deſired to undertake the taſk 
f deferring it to that period. If the cabinet 
« were to accede, what they deſired was, to 
* be juſtified; in that acceſſion by a free and 
« impartial inveſtigation of facts, of circum- 
« ſtances and of opinions; among which, as 

« of reaſon, mine would have the moſt decifive 
e weight; and as 1 had expreſſed a wiſh to 
% have the mode conſidered in England, whilſt 
it was ſlill within my reach to have it limited 
« or modified, before the bill was introduced, 
Land 
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and before the plan was known to the 
4 Catholics, he wiſhed to have this plan 
* and the heads of the bill tranſmitted for 
% conſideration,” 


If any thing was wanting to confirm me in 
my opinion, that the D— of P—— had fut- 
fered himſelf to be compleatly duped, and 
deceived in this buſineſs, a compariſon of this 
letter, with what immediately followed, would, 
de alone ſufficient to eſtabliſh that conviction. 


At the moment of his writing this letter, there 


was not a fat,” a circumſtance, or an 
opinion,” that could be tranſmitted to him, 
of which he was not in poſſeſſion. He acknow- 
| ledges himſelf, and frequently refers to my 
letter of the 10th of February, in which 
he had the plan, wherein every thing 
that regarded the conſtitution, the eecleſiaſti- 
cal eſtabliſhment, and the ſettlement of proper- 
ty was ſtated. He had the Primate's opinion on 
ſome ideas that his Grace had ſuggeſted. In a 
Jetter of mine, dated the 2oth, he had ſtill more 
ample details on theſe various heads; but 
for theſe details, which were to have the moſt 
decifive weight, be was not ſuffered to wait; 
the deciſion had been already formed be- 

fore 


— — — 
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fore he had called for them. The very day after. 
he had written that letter, in which he had 
preſſed me for more information, he aſſiſted at 
the denouement of the piece. He aſſiſted 
at the Cabinet meeting, that -unanimoylly 
concurred in the neceſſity of recalling me: 
and in a letter of the 21ſt, ſums up all 
the reaſons why that meaſure was deemed neceſ- 
ſary, without one diſſenting voice, for the very 
preſervation of the empire. Can any thing be 
more ſelf-evident ; ; or, in order to account for 
the real cauſes of my tera, did it require that 
this letter ſhould be accompanied as it was by 
one from Mr. 2 of the ſame date; accepting 
in fact the alternative I propoſed to him, declar- 
ing himſelf fully prepared for the event, how- 
ever he might lament it. It is true indeed, 
that for the very firſt time, he mentions the 
Catholic buſineſs, and declares his concurrence 
in the general defire of the Cabinet, to prevent 
any further progreſs being made in Mr. 
G——n's Bill, zill they ſhould receive and con- 
fider the information which they thought it their 
duty te call for,; but by the deſertion of all 
my friends, and by the proſpect of my falling 
alone, Mr. P— was prepared to throw out 


this, as a matter on which to amuſe bis col- 
leagues 
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leagues for the moment, and the publick at a a 
future period; while to myſelf, without allows 
ing a moment's further deliberation, he boldly 
and peremptorily pronounces on what I had 
determined to be the point to decide on my 
Government. On the ſubje& of arrangements, 
he felt bound to adhere to theſe ſentiments, 
not only with reſpect to Mr. B-——d, but to 
the line of conduct adopted © in ſo many in- 
e ſtances towards the former ſupporters of 
5 Government; by theſe ſentiments, he muſt, 
* at all events be guided from a regard to the 
« King's ſervice, and to his own honor, how- 
© ever ſincerely he might lament the conſe- 
© quences which muſt ariſe from the * f 
5 ſituation,?! 


Need I add any comment on this letter ? 
need I obſerve to you, that the meaſure of the 
Roman Catholics, on which it is now aſſerted 
my adminiſtration was determined, is bere . 
ſerved for future conſideration ; whilſt the 
ſubject of arrangements is finally and peremp- 
torily decided ? At all events, and independent 
of every other conſideration, his own honor 
obliges him not to give way on that ſubject; 
and however he laments it, he acquieſces in 

what 
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what I had poſitively declared to him. ſhould 
be the conſequence of ſuch a deciſion on his 


part. 


Let my friends thefefore, my dear Carliſle, 
no longer ſuffer the Catholic queſtion to be 
mentioned, as entering in the moſt diſtant 
degree into the cauſes of my recal. Let them 
liſten no longer to that terrifying enumeration 
of evils and miſeries to reſult to the Empire 
from a meaſure which my enemies affect 
to bave conſidered either as originating 
with myſelf excluſively, or as hurried on by 
me raſhly, precipitately, or withaut conſent or 
conſultation :—you haye ſeen, when the dread 
of theſe miſeries was firſt conceived, and when 
the complaint of this want of conſultation | 
was firſt brought forward, had Mr, B—— 
been never diſmiſſed, we never ſhould have 
heard of them, and I ſhould have remained. 
But fo remaining, I ſhould have been 
diſgraced indeed: diſgraced by the failure 
of all the meaſures 'which I had planned 
for the public welfare, and loaded with 
all the odjum which that man and his 
connections have entailed upon that govein- 
ment which I was ſent to diſplace. But it will 
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be ſaid, that in proving this point ſo ſtrongly, 
I ſtill leave myſelf open to other accuſations, 
which affet my character, when I avow the 
earneſtneſs with which I had determined to pull 
down the power of the B-—ds. I ſubmit to 
the imputation of wiſhing to raiſe the P——ys; 
it was only a family acquiring conſequence and 
a family looſing it, according to an inſinuation 
of a letter to me ſrom one of the cabinet. 
Am I then ſo little known to my friends? Is it 
my eharacter in the world that, whilſt J pre- 
tend the public good, and the King's ſervice, 
. am inſidiouſly conſulting my private intereſts? 
and, inſtead of my country, have only my 
own connections in view? I think, my dear 
Carliſle, you would be ſorry to ſee me con- 
deſcend to enter into the merits of ſuch an ac- 
cuſation.—But by my diſmiſſing Mr. B—, 
I broke my engagements with Mr. P—, fo he 
himſelf ſtates it. I ated, as he pretends in 
his letter, inconſiſtently with that principle by 
which alone the full advantage of the union 
which had taken place in England could be 

extended to Ireland. The firſt aſſertion, I prov- 
ed to you in my laſt letter, to be unfounded; I 
had mentioned the removal of Mr B d in 
preciſe words, and 1 again aſſert, except in 
the 
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the inſtance of the Chancellor, no ſtipulations 
whatever were made by Mr. P— or Lord 
G———e. Would be infinuate, that the 
union which had taken place in England, 

precluded every idea of removal? Was there no 
removal in the war-ofice ?—None in the poſt- 
office? None in the cabinet? Has thete been no 
removal of his friends at the admiralty? and did 
Lord Spencer, on his ſucceeding Lord Chatham, 
act inconſiſtently with the ſpirit of the union, 
when he required ſuch changes, and the con- 
ſtitution of ſuch a Board, as, judging for him- 
felf, ſhould command his confidence? Could 
what was right and conſiſtent in fo many in- 
ſtances, be blameable in mine? Charged with 
the government of a diſtracted and diſcontent- 
ed country, am J alone to be fettered and re- 
| trained in the choice of the perſons by whom I 
am to be aſſiſted? And, rather than indulge me 
in that ſingle point, even conſidering it in the 
light of indulgence, muſt tbe miniſters of 

England boldly face, I had almoſt ſaid, the 
certainty of reducing this country to a ſtate of ex- 
treme diſcontent, and open ancther breach for 
ruin and deſtruction to break in upon us? Muſt I 
be interrupted in the courſe of the moſt unani- 


mous ſeſſion of Parliament the country ever 
had 
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had ſeen? commanding,” by my influence, and on 
the credit of the perſons whom I had employed, 
and I muſt add, on the ſatisfaction Thad given by 
one diſmiſſal I had made, ſupplies and forces 
beyond every former example; and cauſing a 
ſpirit. of union and hatmony to ſucceed to 
that general diſcontent and diſaffection, as well 
againſt the ſyſtem of the former government in 
general, as againſt the war itſelf; which at the 
time of my arrival, manifeſtly and avowedly 
peryaded the bulk of the nation. And now, I 
think, I have ſufficiently proved that the Ca- 
tholic queſtion entered for nothing into the 
cauſe of my diſmiſſal; and have ſhewn that as 
far as my conduct in Ireland had any thing to 
do with it, I have ttaced it to the diſmiſſal of 
Mr. B—. But after all, why are we look- 
ing for the cauſes of my removal in the acts of 
my adminiſtration here?—we are ſeeking in 
vain: the true cauſe is not to be found among 
them: the fact is, we muſt go back to a 
more diſtant period. When the D. of P—— 
and his friends were to be enticed into a coa- 
lition with Mr. P—'s adminiſtration, it was 
neceſſary to hold out ſuch lures as would make 
the coalition palatable, or even poſſible for 
E them 


( 26 ) 


them to accede to. If the general manage- 
ment -and ſuperintendence of Ireland had not 
been offered to his Grace, that coalition could 
never have taken place. The ſentiments that 


he had entertained, and the language he had 


held ſo publickly for many years back, on the 
ſubject, rendered it a point that could not be dif- 
penſed with; accordingly it was offered from the 
beginning of the negotiation; as was alſo the 
Home Department of S——y of S—: Aſk the 
D.— of P—— d, when he engaged to accept, 
if he doubted that the office offered to him, 
was to be entire, and ſuch as his predeceſſors 
held it? aſk him, if he was forewarned by Mr, 
P—, that it was to be diveſted of half its duties, 
half its importance, and all its character? aſk 
him if he was apprized, that another S——y. 
of S e was to be made out of the department? 
and that he was to be left but a joint 
poſſeſſor, with an inmate? aſk him when he 
accepted the management of Ireland, if he did 


it under any reſtrictions whatever? aſk him if 


he preſſed -it upon me under any? and if he did 
not propoſe and: recommend to me to lay my- 
ſelf out immediately, for making fuch arrange- 
ments in the government, as would enable me 

to 
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to reſtore peace, tranquillity and order in the 
country, and as would reconcile the 3 
maſs of the people? 


But my dear Carliſle, the inſtant we bad 
proclaimed our acceptance, the ſcene began to 
open: then it was firſt difcoyered that the 
object of all this mighty work was, not to 
ſtrengthen adminiſtration by an acceſſion of 
character, but to debaſe, degrade and diſgrace 
that character. When the junction was 
irrevocably avowed and declared, then the 
pretenſions of Mr. Dundas to the continued 
management of the war were immediately 
brought forward; and a new office was 
to be cabbaged out of the D— of P—t- 
1—d's, and an obvious diminution of his 
credit and authority was proclaimed. No 
ſooner had I declared my acceptance of the 
L y of Ireland, than delay interpoſed, 
and ſoon doubts and difficulties aroſe. It is a 
matter of public notoriety in this country, that 

Mr. P— affured Lord W d, as early as 
Auguſt, that he ſhould not be removed: : and 
I know that I could bring evidence to prove 
may in the courſe of the Autumn, be pointed 


Out 
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out my actual ſucceſſor as the perſon to ſuc- 
ceed my predeceſſor. No, Mr. P— did 
not wiſh for our aſſiſtance; but knowing the 
importance we gave to the ſyſtem then purſuing 
relative to France, he ſnatched at the oppor- 
tunity, and made that the means of diſgracing 
our characters, and rendering us fit for no 
other ſervice, but to be his vile tools and 
inſtruments. He thought that object perfected 
and complete; then he cared not how ſoon 
he turned us adrift, to all the diſgrace and con- 
tempt it was his expectation and wiſh ſhould 
attach upon our chara&ers.——Here then is 
the clue to all the myſtery :—here you ſee un- 
ravelled the real ground of my depoſition and 
attempted diſgrace, —To my meaſures Mr. 
P— has no objection: ] predict that he 
will adopt them by the medium of my ſuc- 
ceſſor.—1 am not ſure that he will not court 
the connections I have formed for Govern- 
ment ; for the perſon for whom he bas pre- 
tended to contend ſo ſtrenuouſly, he has no 
regard and I doubt whether he will ever 
permit him to reſume his ſtation at the 
R——e B—d, though he is entitled to do it 
without a re. appointment; for, in fact, he 

ö has 
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has never been out of office and to get rid 
of me perſonally, has been the motive to 
every thing that has happened relative to 
Ireland. 


I have the glory of being objectionable to 
Mr. P—; I feel it ſuch: my character is 
not made to be vile and. ſubſervient :—he has 
depoſed me—but by it, I have the arrogance 
to ſay,” he has depoſed a faithful ſervant of 
the Crown, and a beneficial Gr for the 
people of Ireland, and a ſtedfaſt adberent to 
the unity of both nations. | 


Believe me, &c. &c. &c. 


March, 1795. | 
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